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tended because I was in the country, as I still am,1 and had
only heard of an advertisement you were pleased to pat out
against me, and in order to ruin my reputation.2 In a short
time after several of my friends in London sent me that
advertisement; but, their packets coming to the Secretary's
Office3 here they were not conveyed to me till very lately,

The writer of the " Postman " pleads for his excuse that the
advertisement was taken in and printed without his know-
ledge, and that he refused to repeat it, though urged by
that same Mr. Wilcocks from my Lord Berkeley's4 in
Dover Street, In your Ladyship's name. He thought It too
unchristian a thing for him to defend. But all that shall
not provoke me to do a disrespectful action to your Lady-
ship, or any of Sir William Temple's family; and therefore
I have directed an answer wholly consistent with religion
and good manners.

I wonder why your Ladyship will please to see a contra-
diction, where I hope there is none. By particular com-
mands one thing is understood; and by general ones
another. And I might insist upon it, that 1 had particular
commands for everything I did, though more particular for
some than for others. Your Ladyship says, if ever they
were designed to be printed, it must have been from the
original. Nothing of his ever printed in my time was from

1  Swift received Lady Giffard's letter on 6 October. He had also, in
August, received one from her and sent a reply. As his account-book
shows, soon after Wharton and Addison left Ireland (supra^ p. 165, n. 3),
Swift went from Dublin to Laracor, and remained there until iS Nov-
ember, when he set out to pay a visit to Bishop Ashe at his episcopal
seat.

2  The advertisement related to the publication of the third jjart of
Temple's " Memoirs," the copyright of which Swift had sold in the
previous April to Tooke (suprc^ p. 150).

3  The packets were probably sent by Addison with his official
letters to Dublin Castle in order to save postage. Under date 30
October, Swift notes the receipt of letters from Addison, Philips, and
Fountaine (see Appendix III). The words, " Secretary's Office/* were
misread by Mr. Morrison as u Surcharge Office."

4  The reference is to William, fourth Baron Berkeley of Stratton,
and not to Swift's patron, the Earl of Berkeley. The former, who was
then a widower, had married a niece of Lady GiUard* a daughter of
her brother, Sir John Temple (supra? p. 54, n. 2>  It is remarkable
that his elder brother and predecessor in the title, John, third Baron
Berkeley, had also married a daughter of Sir John Temple, who sur-
vived for many years, and as widow of her second husband, the first
Earl of Portland, was a well-known person in the Court of George ILon from Steele,bruary 10 (supra, p. 136) which had reached
